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marriages under given conditions. I need hardly say
that it is impossible for the ablest mathematician to
calculate whether the individual A will marry the
individual B. But, by taking averages, and so
eliminating individual eccentricities, he might dis-
cover that, in a given country and at a given time, a
rise of prices will diminish marriages in certain pro-
portion. Our knowledge of human nature is sufficient
to make that highly probable. But our knowledge
also shows that such a change will act differently in
different cases : there will be one formula for France,
and another for England; one for Lancashire, and
another for Cornwall; one for the rich, and another
for the poor; and both the total wealth of a country
and its distribution will affect the rule. Differences
of national temperament, of political and social con-
stitution, of religion and ecclesiastical organisation,
will all have an effect; and, therefore, a formula true
here and now must, in all probability, fail altogether
elsewhere. The formula is, in the mathematical
phrase, a function of so many independent variables,
that it must be complex beyond all conception, if it
takes them all into account; while it must yet be
necessarily inaccurate if it does not take them into
account. But, besides this, the conditions upon
which the law obviously depends are not themselves
capable of being accurately defined, and still less of